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Charter schools 
most crowded 


Officials say average 
class size doesn’t 
show entire picture 


By EVA-MARIE AYALA 


Staff Writer 
eayala@dallasnews.com 


Many parents choose 
charter schools because 
they like their small-school 
feel and want to avoid tra- 
ditional public institutions, 
with their image of over- 
crowded classrooms. 

But an annual report by 
the Texas Education Agen- 
cy suggests that those char- 
ter campuses have the most 
crowded classrooms — and 


The vast majority of 
about 8,700 public schools 
in the state had student-to- 
teacher ratios at or near 22 
students for each teacher 
during the 2016-17 school 
year. Texas schools must 
generally maintain that ra- 
tio in kindergarten through 
the fourth grades unless 
they get a waiver from the 
TEA. Upper grades don’t 
have state limits. 

An analysis by The Dal- 
las Morning News found 
that a surprising number of 
charter campuses had some 
of the state’s largest class 
sizes. More than half of the 


TAX OVERHAUL 


Cash crunch coming? 


Irwin Thompson/Staff P 


Daniyaal Kamran and his sister, Danees Kamran, sorted 


Some D-FW charities 
worry cuts will reduce 
their smaller donations 


By KAREN 
ROBINSON-JACOBS 


Staff Writer 
krobinson@dallasnews.com 


Maj. Jonathan Rich, DFW 
Metroplex commander for 
the Salvation Army, wishes he 
could sound more upbeat. 

A week after Republicans 
took a victory lap in celebra- 
tion of a “big beautiful tax 
cut,” Rich echoed sentiments 
of other executives with North 
Texas charities, wondering 
aloud if the major tax overhaul 
will mean a cash crunch for 


The tax update includes a 
doubling of the standard fed- 
eral tax deduction, thus cut- 
ting the incentive for people 
to itemize. 

That could reduce the 
number of small donations the 
organization gets, Rich said, 
which could mean a more than 
$2 million hit to his annual 
$40 million budget, if esti- 
mates of the impact on chari- 
ties pan out. 

And at the North Texas 
Food Bank, one executive fears 
that if Washington starts look- 
ing for new ways to pay for the 
$1.5 trillion tax revamp, food- 
related entitlement programs 


by a large margin. 


See CHARTERS Page 8A 


food at the North Texas Food Bank on Friday. Executives 
worry the tax revamp may negatively affect some programs. 


them down the road. 


see D-FW Page 3A 


COTTON BOWL CLASSIC | OHIO STATE 24, SOUTHERN CAL 7 


Spreading cheer 


Smiley N. Pool/Staff Photographer 


The Kilgore College Rangerettes performed Friday before the Cotton Bowl game between USC and Ohio State at AT&T Stadium. 
Ohio State used a dominating first half to topple USC 24-7. 


Ohio State answers snub 
by whipping USC 24-7 


Big 10 champion Ohio State delivered its 
rebuttal to missing out on the College 
Football Playoff by mauling Pac-12 champ 
Southern Cal 24-7 at the Cotton Bowl on 
Friday. 1C 


A&M ends emotional 
season with tough loss 


In a game and season with many emotional 
swings, Texas A&M’s 55-52 loss in the Belk 
Bowl was a tough ending. A&M, which 
featured several freshman starters, finished 
7-6, its lowest win total since 2011. 3C 


For TCU’s Kenny Hill, ups 
and downs nothing new 


For those who have watched Kenny Hill’s 
college career, the Valero Alamo Bowl was no 
surprise: some bad decisions and ill-advised 
throws mixed with clutch plays in the second 
half. 6C 


DALLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS 


Crossing 


guard rift 


City sues over who will run and 
pay for student safety program 
as of Jan. 31 as DCS is dissolved 


By ROBERT WILONSKY 
and EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writers 


The dissolution of Dallas County Schools 
just got a little uglier, with the embattled 
school-bus agency now locked in a legal battle 
with the city of Dallas over its crossing-guard 
program — specifically, who will run it and 
how to pay for it come Jan. 31. 

The week before Christmas, the state- 
appointed committee tasked with dissolving 
DCS said it would be ending the crossing- 
guard program at the end of January. 

“We simply don’t have the money to run 
the program,’ CEO Alan King said Friday. 
“We're just trying to make it to the end of 
the year providing reliable transportation ser- 
vices for the kids, and this is money we don’t 


DCS has 388 crossing guards, the vast 
majority of whom are for Dallas ISD schools, 
though the program also serves a handful 
of others districts and some charters and 
Catholic schools. It costs nearly $5 million a 
year to pay those crossing guards, twice what 
it cost in 2011, the year before Dallas turned 
over operations to DCS. 

Dallas City Council members have said 
in recent weeks that they think DISD should 
assume control of the crossing guards, in 
large part because the city didn’t budget for 
such a massive expense. And, Pleasant Grove 
council member Rickey Callahan told KXAS- 
TV (NBC5) last month, “DISD is a better fit, 
not just because of the money but because 
of their screening apparatus. They hire a 
lot of teachers. They hire a lot of summer 


see DALLAS Page 11A 
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METRO & STATE 

Freezing rain, snow coming to D-FW 
The National Weather Service says to expect 
freezing rain and even snow in some parts of 


the Dallas-Fort Worth area from Saturday eve- 
ning through Sunday. 1B, 6B 


NATION: Winter-weary parts of the Midwest 
and East Coast are seeing a mounting number 
of weather-related headaches. 4A 


WORLD 

9 killed in Cairo church shooting 

At least nine people were killed when gun- 
men opened fire on a Coptic Orthodox Church 


in Cairo on Friday. The Islamic State claimed 
responsibility. 10A 


BUSINESS 

North Texans file iPhone suit 

Three iPhone users from North Texas have 
sued Apple, saying the tech giant should have 
admitted sooner that software updates slowed 
down customers’ older smartphones. 1D 


Julio Cortez/The Associated Press 
Nilda Guerrero, a friend of the 
superintendent of the apartment building 
where 12 people died in a fire in the Bronx, 
cries after trying to visit the building. 


NATION 
Child playing with stove sparks fire 


A preschooler toying with the burners on his 
mother’s stove accidentally sparked New York 
City’s deadliest fire in decades. The inferno 
broke out in a century-old building near the 
Bronx Zoo, killing 12 people. 2A 


MEXICO CITY 


For quake survivor, 
Fab Four an anchor 


Owner of Beatles shop 
drawing strength from 
music he’s always loved 


By ALFREDO CORCHADO 


Staff Writer 
acorchado@dallasnews.com 


MEXICO CITY — Hours 
after the buildings collapsed 
around him, the earth stopped 
shaking and the stench of 
death lingered, Ricardo Calde- 
ron turned to the only thing 
that’s ever helped him make 


A1 12-30-2017 Set: 00:01:12 
Sent by: alozoya@dallasnews.com News 


sense of life. Music. 

He took out a vinyl record. 
Amid the rubble, he instantly 
knew what to play. It wasn’t 
just any song. He began to 
sing softly, his eyes filling with 
tears. 

There are places I remember 
all my life though some have 
changed. 

Some forever, not for better. 

Some have gone and some 
remain. 


See MUSIC Page 1A 


